Sources on M. Valerius Laevinus in the East

Polybius 8.1: The Romans had two complete armies for the defence of Italy under the two consuls and
two others in Spain, the land forces there being commanded by Gnaeus Cornelius Scipio and the fleet by
Publius Cornelius Scipio; and of course the same was the case with the Carthaginians. But besides this a
Roman fleet lay off the coast of Greece to observe the movements of Philip, commanded first by
Marcus Valerius and later by Publius Sulpicius, while at the same time Appius with a hundred
guinqueremes and Marcus Claudius Marcellus with a land force protected their interests in Sicily,
Hamilcar doing the same on the part of the Carthaginians.

Eutropius 3.12: In the fourth year after Hannibal's arrival in Italy, Marcus Claudius Marcellus, one of the
consuls, engaged him with success at Nola, a city of Campania. But Hannibal possessed himself of
several of the Roman cities in Apulia, Calabria, and the country of the Bruttii. About this time also Philip,
king of Macedonia, sent ambassadors to him, offering him assistance against the Romans, on condition
that, when he had subdued them, he, in turn, should receive assistance from Hannibal against the
Greeks. But Philip's ambassadors being taken, and the affair thus discovered, the Romans ordered
Marcus Valerius Laevinus to proceed to Macedonia, and Titus Manlius, as proconsul, into Sardinia; for
that island also, at the solicitation of Hannibal, had revolted from the Romans ... 3.13: In the meantime,
Philip also was defeated by Laevinus in Macedonia

Livy 23.38: They recognised what a heavy burden a war with Macedon would impose upon them at a
time when it was all they could do to bear the weight of the Punic war. They did not, however, so far
give way to despondency as not to enter at once upon a discussion as to how they could divert the
enemy from Italy by themselves commencing hostilities against him. Orders were given for the agents to
be kept in chains and their companions to be sold as slaves; they also decided to equip twenty vessels in
addition to the twenty-five which P. Valerius Flaccus already had under his command. After these had
been fitted out and launched, the five ships which had carried the agents were added and thirty vessels
left Ostia for Tarentum. Publius Valerius was instructed to place on board the soldiers which had
belonged to Varro's army and which were now at Tarentum under the command of L. Apustius, and with
his combined fleet of fifty-five vessels he was not only to protect the coast of Italy but try to obtain
information about the hostile attitude of Macedon. If Philip's designs should prove to correspond to the
captured despatches and the statements of the agents, he was to write to Marcus Valerius, the
praetor, to that effect and then, after placing his army under the command of L. Apustius, go to the
fleet at Tarentum and sail across to Macedonia at the first opportunity and do his utmost to confine
Philip within his own dominions.

Livy 24.10: and M. Valerius was to continue in command of the coast with his headquarters at
Brundisium, where he was to be on the watch against any movement on the part of Philip of Macedon.

Livy 24.11: It was decided to place eighteen legions in the field. Each of the consuls was to have two,
Gaul, Sicily, and Sardinia were each to be held by two, Q. Fabius, the praetor, was to take command of
two in Apulia, and Ti. Gracchus was to keep his two legions of volunteer slaves at Luceria. One legion




was left with C. Terentius at Picenum, and one also with M. Valerius at Brundisium for the fleet, and
two were to defend the City

Zonaras 9.4: Philip, the king of Macedonia, showed himself a most open partisan of the Carthaginians. In
his desire to add Greece to his possessions he came to an agreement with Hannibal that they should
conduct the war in common, and that the Carthaginians should receive Italy, while he should have
Greece and Epirus together with the p169islands. The agreement was made on this basis; but through
the capture of the herald who had been sent to Hannibal by Philip, the Romans learned what was taking
place, and forthwith sent the praetor Marcus Valerius Laevinus® against him. They intended to cause him
anxiety about his own possessions, so that he should stay at home. And thus it turned out. Philip
advanced as far as Corcyra with the intention of sailing to Italy, but on learning that Laevinus was
already at Brundisium, he returned home. When Laevinus had sailed as far as Corcyra, Philip set out
against the Roman allies; he captured Oricum and proceeded to besiege Apollonia. But Laevinus once
more made an expedition against him, recovered Oricum, and rescued Apollonia. Then Philip, after
burning the ships which he had used, returned home by land.

Livy 24.20: While the Roman generals were thus engaged elsewhere Hannibal had reached Tarentum,
utterly ruining and destroying everything as he advanced. It was not till he was in the territory of
Tarentum that his army began to advance peaceably; no injury was inflicted, no foragers or plunderers
left the line of march, and it was quite apparent that this self-restraint on the part of the general and his
men was solely with a view to winning the sympathies of the Tarentines. When, however, he went up to
the walls and there was no such movement as he expected at the sight of his army, he went into camp
about a mile from the city. Three days before his arrival M. Valerius, the propraetor, who was in
command of the fleet at Brundisium, had sent M. Livius to Tarentum. He speedily embodied a force
out of the young nobility, and posted detachments at the gates and on the walls wherever it seemed
necessary, and by being ever on the alert day and night gave no chance to either the enemy or the
untrustworthy allies of making any attempt themselves or hoping for anything from Hannibal. After
spending some days there fruitlessly and finding that none of those who had paid him a visit at Lake
Avernus either came in person or sent any messenger or letter, he recognised that he had been misled
by empty promises and withdrew his army. He still abstained from doing any injury to the Tarentine
territory, although this affectation of mildness had done him no good so far. He still clung to the hope of
undermining their loyalty to Rome.

Livy 24.40: The war with Philip which had been for some time apprehended actually broke out this
summer. The praetor, M. Valerius, who had his base at Brundisium and was cruising off the Calabrian
coast, received information from Oricum that Philip had made an attempt on Apollonia by sending a
fleet of 120 light vessels up the river Aous, and then finding that matters were moving too slowly, he
had brought up his army by night to Oricum, and as the place lay in a plain and was not strong enough to
defend itself either by its fortifications or its garrison, it was taken at the first assault. His informants
begged him to send help and to keep off one who was unmistakably an enemy to Rome from injuring
the cities on the coast which were in danger solely because they lay opposite to Italy. M. Valerius
complied with their request, and leaving a small garrison of 2000 men under P. Valerius, set sail with his
fleet ready for action, and such soldiers as the warships had not room for he placed on the cargo boats.



On the second day he reached Oricum, and as the king on his departure had only left a weak force to
hold it, it was taken with very little fighting. Whilst he was there envoys came to him from Apollonia
with the announcement that they were undergoing a siege because they refused to break with Rome,
and unless the Romans protected them, they should be unable to withstand the Macedonian any longer.
Valerius promised to do what they wanted and he sent a picked force of 2000 men on warships to the
mouth of the river under the command of Q. Naevius Crista, an active and experienced soldier. He
disembarked his men and sent the ships back to rejoin the fleet at Oricum, whilst he marched a some
distance from the river, where he would be least likely to meet any of the king's troops, and entered the
city by night, without being observed by any of the enemy. The following day they rested to give him an
opportunity of making a thorough inspection of the armed force of Apollonia and the strength of the
city. He was much encouraged by the result of his inspection and also by the account which his scouts
gave of the indolence and negligence which prevailed amongst the enemy. Marching out of the city in
the dead of the night, without the slightest noise or confusion, he got within the enemy's camp, which
was so unguarded and open that it is credibly stated that more than a thousand men were inside the
lines before they were detected, and if they had only refrained from using their swords they could
actually have reached the king's tent. The slaughter of those nearest the camp gates aroused the enemy,
and such universal panic and terror ensued that no one seized his weapons or made any attempt to
drive out the invaders. Even the king himself, suddenly wakened from sleep, fled half-dressed, in a state
not decent for a common soldier, to say nothing of a king, and escaped to his ships in the river. The rest
fled wildly in the same direction. The losses in killed and prisoners were under three thousand, the
prisoners being much the most numerous. After the camp had been plundered the Apollonians removed
the catapults, the ballistae, and the other siege artillery, which had been put in readiness for the assault,
into the city for the defence of their own walls if such an emergency should ever occur again; all the
other booty was given to the Romans. As soon as the news of this action reached Oricum, Valerius sent
the fleet to the mouth of the river to prevent any attempt on the part of Philip to escape by sea. The
king did not feel sufficient confidence in risking a contest either by sea or land, and hauled his ships
ashore or burnt them and made his way to Macedonia by land, the greater part of his army having lost
their arms and all their belongings. M. Valerius wintered with his fleet at Oricum

Livy 26.24: M. Valerius Laevinus had been holding private interviews with some of the leading Aetolians
with the view of ascertaining their political leanings. It was arranged that a meeting of their national
council should be convened to meet him, and thither he proceeded with some fast-sailing vessels. He
commenced his address to the assembly by alluding to the captures of Syracuse and Capua as instances
of the success which had attended the arms of Rome in Sicily and Italy, and then proceeded: "It is the
practice of the Romans, a practice handed down from their ancestors, to cultivate the friendship of
other nations; some of them they have received into citizenship on the same footing as themselves;
others they have allowed to remain under such favourable conditions that they preferred alliance to full
citizenship. You, Aetolians, will be held in all the greater honour because you will have been the first of
all the oversea nations to establish friendly relations with us. Philip and the Macedonians you find to be
troublesome neighbours; | have already dealt a fatal blow to their ambitions and aggressiveness, and |
shall reduce them to such a pass that they will not only evacuate those cities which they have wrested
from you, but will have enough to do to defend Macedonia itself. The Acarnanians, too, whose secession



from your league you feel so keenly, | shall bring back to the old terms by which your rights and
suzerainty over them were guaranteed." These assertions and promises of the Roman commander were
supported by Scopas, the chief magistrate of Aetolia at the time, and by Dorimachus, a leading man
amongst them, both of whom from their official position spoke with authority. They were less reserved,
and adopted a more confident tone as they extolled the power and greatness of Rome. What weighed
most, however, with the Assembly was the hope of becoming masters of Acarnania.

The terms on which they were to become the friends and allies of Rome were reduced to writing and an
additional clause was inserted that if it was their will and pleasure the Eleans and Lacedaemonians as
well as Attalus, Pleuratus and Scerdilaedus might be included in the treaty. Attalus was king of
Pergamum in Asia Minor; Pleuratus, king of the Thracians; Scerdilaedus, king of the lllyrians. The
Aetolians were at once to commence war with Philip on land, and the Roman general would assist them
with not less than twenty-five quinqueremes. The territories, buildings and walls of all the cities as far as
Corcyra were to become the property of the Aetolians, all the other booty was to go to the Romans,
who were also to be responsible for Acarnania passing under the dominion of the Aetolians. Should the
Aetolians make peace with Philip, one of the conditions was to be that he would abstain from hostilities
against Rome and her allies and dependencies. Similarly, if the Romans made a treaty with him it was to
be a provision that he should not be allowed to make war upon the Aetolians and their allies. These
were the agreed conditions, and after a lapse of two years, copies of the treaty were deposited by the
Aetolians at Olympia, and by the Romans in the Capitol, in order that the sacred memorials round them
might be a perpetual witness to their obligation. The reason for this delay was that the Aetolian envoys
had been detained for a considerable time in Rome. No time, however, was lost in commencing
hostilities, and Laevinus attacked Zacynthus. This is a small island adjacent to Aetolia, and it contains
one city of the same name as the island; this city, with the exception of its citadel, Laevinus captured.
He also took two cities belonging to the Acarnanians -Oeniadae and Nasos - and handed them over to
the Aetolians. After this he withdrew to Corcyra, feeling satisfied that Philip had enough on his hands
with the war on his frontiers to prevent him from thinking about Italy and the Carthaginians and his
compact with Hannibal.

Livy 26.26: At the beginning of spring Laevinus set sail from Corcyra and after rounding the
promontory of Leucata reached Naupactus. He announced that he was going on to attack Anticyra, so
that Scopas and the Aetolians might be ready for him there. Anticyra is situated in Locris, on the left
hand as you enter the Corinthian Gulf, and is only a short distance either by sea or land from
Naupactus. In three days the attack began in both directions; the naval attack was the heavier one
because the ships were furnished with artillery and engines of every kind, and it was the Romans who
were delivering the attack on this side. In a few days the place surrendered and was made over to the
Aetolians; the booty in accordance with the treaty became the property of the Romans. During the siege
a despatch was handed to Laevinus informing him that he had been made consul, and that P. Sulpicius
was coming to succeed him. Whilst he was there he was overtaken by a tedious illness, and
consequently arrived in Rome much later than was expected.

Polybius 9.39: "How, when one knows of this, can one help viewing with suspicion the advance of the
Romans and with detestation the unprincipled conduct of the Aetolians in venturing to make such



treaties? Already they have robbed the Acarnanians of Oeniadae and Nasus, and it is but the other
day that they together with the Romans seized on the unhappy city of Anticyra, selling its inhabitants
into slavery. So the Romans are carrying off the women and children to suffer, of course, what those
must suffer who fall into the hands of aliens, while the Aetolians divide the houses of the unfortunate
people among themselves by lot.

All excerpts are from translations are in the public domain.



